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Bouvier’s Law Dictionary, 1856 Edition. 


“An agent is liable for MISFEASANCE to third persons, when, intentionally or 
ignorantly, he commits a wrong, although authorized by his principal, because no 
one can lawfully authorize another to commit a wrong upon the rights or 
property of another. An agent is liable to refund money, when payment to him is 
void ab initio, (void from its inception) so that, the money was never received for 
the use of his principal, and he is consequently not accountable to the latter for it, 
if he has not actually paid over at the time he receives notice of the take. But unless 
‘caught with the money in his possession, the agent is not responsible. This last 
rule, is however, subject to this qualification, that the money shall have been 
lawfully received by the agent; for if, in receiving it, the agent was a wrongdoer, he 


will not be exempted from liability by payment to his principal." 
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